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expenditure, Pondichery should be attacked or
not. They added they could not say how the
matter would bo decided.

In regard to the tax on the houses occupied
by myself and others, I obtained receipts from
the several natMrs and made M. Clcgg (second
gumastah of M. Lally's Secretary at the
comptoir) enter in the accounts that I had
paid in 44 rupees for the malifnifitt&rs. 1 have
receipts for the tax paid by those living in my
houses.

"When I drove out at half-past five this
evening by way of Ariyaiikuppam, I heard
that about thirty sepoys, who had said they
would depart because they had received no
pay, in spite of warnings wore about to go,
when M. Pouly, who had learnt their design
and reported it to M. Lally, arrived at Ariyan-
kuppam witli the lattor's orders, and threat-
ened that certain sepoys would be chose.n by
lot for execution, and that one sepoy thus
selected was blown from the cannon's mouth,
the cannon ball piercing his chost.1 Conse-
quently his wife and children came woeping
into town.

I hear that, when 100 sepoys were passing
by Chunamba.r and Muttirusa Pillai's Choultry

1 Selection for military punishment by lot was still frequent in ihe
18th century in cases of desertion or mutiny where a group of persons
was implicated, See the Editor's Nabobs of Madras, p, 87.